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Downpatrick Railway Museum to be Open Despite Vandals

Officials at the Downpatrick Railway Museum have vowed that the popular attraction in Market Street will be open this St. Patrick’s
Day despite a spate of break-ins that have left over £5,000 worth of damage in recent weeks.

Volunteers have spent the last weekend carrying out work to improve security at the railway complex in a bid to deter further
incursions.

Railway Chairman, Mike Collins said, “The latest break-in was last Thursday afternoon, when a group of people decided that one of
our carriages would make an excellent drinking den.

“During their time there they decided that it would be fun to play pin-pong with the carriages light bulbs and that an emergency fire-
axe could be used for a spot of interior decorating, and smashed parts of the floor, internal doors and tables — as well letting off all
the fire extinguishers,” states Mr. Collins.

The latest break-in follows another incident the previous week where a carriage’s window was smashed by stone-throwers.
“We take these break-ins very seriously,” says Mr. Collins, “As soon as this one was discovered by our volunteers on Thursday
night we reported it to the police who immediately secured the carriage.”

Mr. Collins adds, “We understand that scenes-of-crime-officers have taken away a vast amount of evidence, so we are hopeful that
this time a prosecution is possible.”

“We've also reviewed our security as well,” he says. “Our volunteers have already heightened our gates to 3m with barbed wire,
and we are investigating the possibility of putting razor wire up at various points along the perimeter fence.

“We're also installing CCTV cameras around the yard, and are making an application for grant aid to replace all our fencing with
new security fencing, although this will cost in the region of £46,000 — almost the same as putting a steam engine back into service.”

Mr Collins says, “Constant break-ins are soul destroying for our volunteers. We want the railway to be an inviting tourist attraction
— we don’'t want it to be a fortress, but we will do whatever is necessary to protect ourselves.”

The railway museum, which is celebrating it's 20th Anniversary this year, kicks off its celebrations with the annual St. Patrick’s Day
Trains, and Mr. Collins is adamant that the railway’s train services will be unaffected.

He says, “If needs be, we’ll simply run with one carriage if we can’t sort the damage out in time — but why should the public be
disappointed by a few vandals?”

Notes to the Editor: Photographs of the damage can be arranged for Monday lunchtime, if required. Contact myself at the phone
number below.
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