
 

Downpatrick & County Down Railway Society 
Railway Station,   Market Street,   Downpatrick,   County Down,   BT30 6LZ 

Telephone: 077 9080 2049,   Internet: www.downrail.co.uk 

Registered Office: The Railway Station, Market Street, Downpatrick, County Down, BT30 6LZ.  Tel: 028 4461 5779    Internet: www.downrail.co.uk     
V.A.T. Reg. No. 617 614 541 Charity No. XO 858 Company No. N.I. 18685 

 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
Railway Says Thanks for Pressie! 
 
Local railway museum volunteers, used to helping Santa give out presents at this time of the year to 
all the good little boys and girls, were taken aback when one of their visitors presented railway 
officials with a wrapped gift. 
 
Downpatrick man George Savage and his family came down to see Santa last weekend and gave the 
present to Railway Chairman, Michael Collins, before hopping on the steam train. 
 
"We were completely surprised," says Mr. Collins, "And it really touched us that one of our regular 
visitors was thinking about the volunteers who have built the railway into what it is today." 
 
Also included with the present, a tin of chocolates, was a card from Mr. Savage's son, James, in 
which the young train enthusiast wrote, 'Thank you for all the train rides this summer.' 
Railway officials say that the Savage family just wanted to express their appreciation of all the work 
that goes into the railway. 
 
Mr. Collins adds, "I'm thrilled that the appeal of steam trains still reaches all ages - you never know, 
perhaps in twenty years young James may be standing in my shoes." 
 
And if anyone wants a present - from the railway that is - then Santa will be back down at railway 
this weekend, the 18th and 19th December. 
 
"If you haven't been down yet," says Mr. Collins, "You're really missing a Christmas treat as Santa 
really gets everyone into the festive mood on board the train, singing Christmas songs such as 
Jingle Bells and Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer until the train reaches his Grotto." 
 
The steam train will be leaving the railway station from 2pm till 5pm and Santa will also be 
providing his guests refreshments on the buffet coach. Fares are £4.50 for adults, £5.00 for 
children who receive a present from Santa, while it is just £2.50 for children under three and £4.00 
senior citizens.  
 
"Of course," adds Mr. Collins, "While we've asked Santa to climb down a chimney so the 
children can see how he does it, he thinks using the steam engine's chimney just isn't on!" 
 
For further information on the Santa Trains, please contact the Downpatrick Railway Museum on 
077 9080 2049 or click www.downrail.co.uk. 


